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Aug 6 – 8 – Empire Farm Days
NYSA Simmental display

Next Simmental Picnic/Meeting:
Catskill Cattle Co., Lonny Schaefer
Deposit, NY 607-727-6320
Noon, Sunday, June 9th – Dish to Pass

MINUTES of the NEW YORK SIMMENTAL ASSN.
3-23-19 at Groton City Church (Simme Valley)
Pres. Shane Meyers called the meeting to order at 1:10 PM.
Julie Murphy made a motion to accept the minutes as they appeared in the newsletter. Jeremy Bear
seconded, passed.
Treasurer’s report – Shawn Murphy passed out copies and gave a report. Balance in checking
account $6,444.69 Phil Paradis made a motion to accept the Treasurer's Report, Art Reynolds 2 nd,
passed.
Committee Reports:
A. Promotion – Jeanne informed everyone that Ed Koss lost Alice in February. NYSA sent
condolence card and a nice plant.
B. NY Juniors – Spring Preview has been moved to Genesee County on April 26-28, and the Fall
Festival is Oct 11-13. Andy & Taylor Hoelscher are the new Junior Advisors for NYJBPA.
C. Newsletter – new one coming out mid April. .
D. Directory – Passed out the new directories. We will receive ASA Cost Share back on the
newsletter and directory expenses.
E. NYSF – Other Breeds has picked the judge.
Correspondence:
A. NYSA received several Thank You notes from juniors. Passed around to members.
OLD Business:
A. Semen order – 438 units of semen (last year 295). The shipping costs were Cattle Vision $75
which is shared over the whole order. Everyone saved a total of $2861 + cheap shipping expense.
B. Farm Show – Elm Side exhibited a heifer. This was the15 th year. Great turn out.
NEW Business:
A. EFD – Shane Meyer asked if anyone was interested in displaying cattle. Simme Valley
volunteered to display. We will need volunteer helpers.
B. Picnic Meeting – Lonny Schaefer, Catskill Cattle Co.volunteered to host the picnic. TBA.
Bring a dish to pass. NYSA pays host $100.
C. Asked for discussion on any additional activities our membership wanted. None suggested.
D. Phil Paradis made a motion to adjourn at 1:30 PM and Art Reynolds seconded, passed.
Most everyone went to Simme Valley’s farm & walked through the cattle.
Respectfully submitted, Jeanne A White

Picture of SV's farm, but NOT in March. We had snow on the ground when everyone was there.
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Elm Side Farm
Registered Simmental Cattle
Also Registered SimAngus Genetics

THE REYNOLDS
FAMILY

Art Reynolds,
Barb, Roger and Darby
836 Little Dryden Rd
Walton, N.Y. 13856

Barn: 607-865-6888
Cell: 607-434-3058
elmsidefarm@frontiernet.net

Show Calves and Breeding Stock for Sale
Cattle for the small Breeder, calm dispositions.
Visitors are always welcome – Call for directions

In this era of advanced vaccine technology and long-acting, expensive, powerful antibiotics, why do
cases of Bovine Respiratory Disease (BRD) continue to increase? One reason is the re-emergence of
Histophilus somni (formerly known as Haemophilus somnus) as a major bacterial pathogen responsible
for the development of pneumonia in feeder operations.
While Mannheimia haemolytica is the bacteria known to cause the dramatic pneumonia signs of fever,
depression, appetite loss and rapid death, Histophilus somni (HS) can cause similar symptoms and is
proving very difﬁcult to treat and control with traditional methods. The organism is often found in
combination with Pasteurella multocida or other BRD bacteria in “biofilms” which are clusters of bacteria
in a matrix that serves as protection from antibiotics and host immune system responses.
Stress can trigger dispersal of large numbers of bacteria from the bioﬁlm that can then invade the lower
respiratory system. Once it establishes infection in the lungs, it can travel in the bloodstream to joints,
organs (especially the heart), and to the brain. These calves may develop pneumonia, pleuritis
(infection of the membrane surrounding the lungs), myocarditis (infection in the heart muscle),
thrombotic meningoen-cephalitis (infection in the brain), tenosynovitis (infection within joints), and otitis
media (middle ear infection).
The disease can happen anytime in the year but most clinical cases occur between October and
January. Previously, disease due to HS or “histophilosis” was associated with primarily Western and
Mid-western states in the USA and Canada but cases are now being diagnosed throughout the U.S.
Most comprehensive studies have been conducted in Canada where HS accounts for an estimated
40% of the death loss in feedlots.
Unlike typical BRD outbreaks that peak at 14 days after arrival to the feedlot, HS acute pneumonia
cases peak at 25 days on feed. In the absence of consistently effective treatment or vaccine options,
management practices are crucial to controlling Histophilus pneumonia. Metaphylaxis, where treatment
is applied to the whole group (either on arrival or once 10-20 % of the calves are showing clinical signs
of BRD), along with prompt individual treatment of sick cattle is one recommended control approach.
Vaccines are available against HS but their ability to prevent disease has not been proven.
The common BRD-associated bacteria (Mannheimia haemo-lytica, Pasteurella multocida, Histophilus
somni and Myco-plasma bovis) are considered normal bacteria in the nasal passages of healthy calves
but with stress (such as transportation and co-mingling) and viral infection, they can descend into the
lungs and sometimes spread throughout the body, causing disease. This simple disease model is now
under scrutiny with the realization that multiple factors contribute to combinations and complex
interactions between the environment, the bacteria and viruses, and the calf’s immune system.
Stressed cattle are more susceptible to the viral components of BRD, including Infectious Bovine
Rhinotracheitis (IBR), Bovine Viral Diarrhea virus (BVD), Parainﬂuenza 3 virus (PI3), Bovine Respiratory Syncytial virus (BRSV) and possibly another agent commonly found, Bovine Coronavirus (BCV).
Viruses are known to damage the lining of the respiratory tract and
some will actually suppress the immune system, allowing secondary
bacterial infection. Once established in the lung, the bacterial
components are responsible for the inﬂammation and bronchopneumonia signs seen with BRD. Combinations of different bacteria
can work synergistically to cause more severe disease than if
operating alone. There are no early clinical signs that indicate
Histophilus is part or all of the disease problem, other than it occurs
later after ar-rival than most cases of BRD.
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The Histophilus somni Disease Complex (HSDC) is a term used to describe the respiratory disease
when HS reaches the lungs and the complications from “septicemia,” when HS leaves the lungs and
lands in the brain, heart and joints. Components of the HSDC include:
RAPIDLY FATAL PNEUMONIA
Some animals with HS pneumonia are simply found dead due to a rapidly fatal type of damage to the
lung called “severe ﬁbrinous pleuritis.” Currently, this is the most common manifestation of HS in
western Canadian feedlots and is seen 30-90 days after arrival. Rarely are abnormalities found in any
other organ besides the lungs which are covered in a thick sheet of ﬁbrin and the lungs are often
remarkably collapsed underneath.
BRONCOPNEUMONIA
Some calves with HS develop typical signs of BRD including depression, separation from the group, off
feed, cough, excessive nasal discharge and difﬁcult or rapid breathing. Respiratory signs with fever of
104°F or above conﬁrms the diagnosis of BRD but detection of the bacteria and/or viruses involved
must be done at a diagnostic laboratory. Treatment is often unrewarding in the field although in the
laboratory, the bacteria is susceptible to many antibiotics.
Heart Muscle Damage
HS can cause a “necrotizing myocarditis” when it localizes in the muscles of the left ventricle of the
heart. Death can be rapid with no previous signs (a heart attack) or chronic forms lead to “poor doers.”
TME
Thrombotic meningoencephalitis-myelitis or “TME” is a disease of older calves and yearlings affecting
the brain. During an outbreak, individual cases occur sporadically in separate pens in a feed yard. Signs
include depression, fever, blindness, coma and death; this can look similar to signs seen with polioencephalomalacia or “brainers.” Treatment is most often unrewarding.
OTHER MANIFESTATIONS
Arthritis with joint swelling may follow episodes of pneumonia. Middle ear infections with drainage from
the ear canals may also be seen.
Diagnosis of Histophilus somni pneumonia in a live calf is challenging because it is present in the upper
airways of both healthy and diseased calves so swabs taken from deep in the nose will not tell the story
of what is actually happening in the lungs. Only lung fluid removed from the lung via bronchoalveolar
lavage can be used for culture or molecular assays such as PCR to identify the organism. The organism
is very difficult to grow in the laboratory, especially if the calf was treated with antibiotics, so PCR is
strongly recommended for detection. Mixed lung infections with other disease- causing bacteria such as
Mannheimia haemolytica and Pasteurella multocida can easily overgrow Histophilus somni on a culture
plate so the identification is easily missed when relying on traditional bacterial culture methods alone.
Prevention depends on sound biosecurity and biocontainment practices. Because HS pneumonia or
septicemia may develop secondary to viral infections (especially BVD) or in combination with other
bacterial pathogens, control should begin with minimizing the effect of well-recognized factors
predisposing to BRD. Stress plays a major role in disease through immunosuppression so excellent
nutrition, sound vaccination protocols and management are critical. There are numerous challenges to
production of an effective vaccine to prevent Histophilus somni infections. In spite of all the considerable
amount of work on bacterin-based HS vaccines, there is no direct proof that these vaccines are effective
under field conditions. Consult with your local veterinarian for the best management plan for your operation.
The following steps should reduce the risk of pneumonia in feeder calves:
1. Vaccination with a 5-way respiratory virus vaccine and a Mannheimia haemolytica toxoid. Use of an
intranasal vaccine initially for the viral fraction is recommended in high risk cattle to keep appetite up
and reduce vaccine-induced fever.
2. Cattle with extremely low blood concentrations of the trace elements selenium and copper have
difficulty fighting any disease challenge. An injectable trace mineral supplement (such as Multimin 90)
is often needed to boost the copper and selenium levels during the initial arrival period.
3. Metaphylactic treatment (treatment of all calves on arrival) of high risk calves with long-acting
antibiotics is a well-established, beneficial procedure that can reduce morbidity (sickness) and case
fatality (death) by up to 50% in high risk calves. Be aware that overconfidence in and reliance on
metaphylaxis and long-acting antibiotics can lead to delayed follow-up treatment if calves are not
adequately monitored.
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4. Feed bunks and watering troughs are known areas for disease transmission. Keep sick cattle,
especially chronic pneumonia calves, away from healthy calves and manage the feed and water
separately.
5. Eliminating exposure by reducing unnecessary traffic through the farm, isolating new arrivals, good
sanitation and treating sick cattle early will help reduce the risk of disease spread.
6. Buying preconditioned calves that have been weaned and vaccinated for respiratory diseases prior
to weaning (especially BVD) and dewormed will help minimize sickness and death loss.
In summary, the clinical features of disease caused by Histophilus somni are often confused with other
diseases commonly seen in the feedlot. Response to antibiotic therapy is frequently very poor due to
biofilm protection. Diagnosis in a live calf can be difficult since H. somni is often recovered from nasal
swabs of healthy calves so the presence of the bacteria in the nose of a sick calf does not prove it is
causing disease. It is also a difficult bacterium to grow in the laboratory, especially if the calf has been
recently treated with antibiotics. Future research will focus on the relationship between HS and other
respiratory pathogens, developing improved diagnostic tests, monitoring antibiotic effectiveness and
development of new vaccines for prevention of disease.
FL
FL

The NYSA held our March meeting at a local church near my farm (Simme Valley). At this
meeting, we dispersed our semen that I group purchase. This year we ordered 438 units
of semen, with a savings of almost $3000. No matter what company handles the semen
ordered, everyone shares the shipping charges which amounts to $0.20/unit. NYSA does
not make any profit off this order, it is just a membership benefit. We also order eartags
from Permaflex and needles and syringes. Also, one of our semen suppliers leaves a box
of AI supplies for anyone to purchase. We had 22 farms participate in the group
purchase. Everyone is invited to my farm after the meeting to visit and view our new
calves. We had about 8 farms willing to brave the bitter cold wind (picture of some – back
row: Jeremy & Nicholas Bear, Premier Farm; Julie & Shawn Murphy, Ledge Knoll Farm;
Patrick Woodworth; Jeanne White, Simme Valley; Sean Brown, Triple S Farm. Front row:
Greg & Berni Ortensi, The Ortensi Farm; Gavin Murphy, junior Ledge Knoll Farm; Nathan
Woodworth, junior; Kylee Murphy, junior. (Philip Paradis, Simme Valley – photographer)
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Breeding Purebred
& Percentage

Simmentals
Visitors always
welcome..
508.832.8313
Hillcrest1011@gmail.com

Ah – ha

Caught you looking!
See there – you DO read ads.
Your AD could be here for
$6/issue x 5 = $30/year

THORPE FARMS
USDA ALL-NATURAL

BEEF
PORK

Retail / Wholesale

NYS
AWARD-WINNING
QUALITY HAY
Retail / Wholesale

SIM-ANGUS CATTLE

2021 Route 11, LAFAYETTE, NY 13084

Shelley Thorpe
315-677-3342

Tim Thorpe
www.ThorpeFarms.com

Unlike many vitamins that are produced in by ruminal bacteria cattle have a requirement for vitamin A.
Cattle convert carotene from leaves of plants to Vitamin A in the wall of the small intestine. Vitamin A is
necessary for vision, maintenance of epithelial tissue and mucous membranes, bone development, and
immune function.
Since Vitamin A is fat soluble vitamin cattle can store it in their liver when their daily intake is 3 to 5 times
greater than their requirements. Mature cows can store up to 4 months of vitamin A in their livers under
plentiful conditions. Therefore under ideal conditions cattle fed good quality hay during the winter will
have adequate vitamin A levels from carotene in hay and accumulated liver stores.
However, under less than ideal situations vitamin A supplementation may be required to maintain proper
health and reproductive performance of the cow and normal development and health of calves. Drought
conditions will decrease the amount of carotene in plants limiting the ability for cows to accumulate liver
stores during grazing. Additionally, harvested forage during a drought will have extremely low carotene
levels decreasing the ability cows to consume their requirements during winter feeding. Another
complicating factor is that many drought stressed forages have elevated nitrate levels. High nitrate
levels are thought to lead to destruction of carotene and Vitamin A in the digestive tract and increasing
requirements for Vitamin A by depressing thyroid function.
Vitamin A deficiency
Common signs of Vitamin A deficiency in cattle include reduced feed intake and growth, rough hair coat,
night blindness, edema, diarrhea, seizures, increased susceptibility to infection, abnormal sperm,
abnormal bone growth, low conception rates, abortion, stillbirths, and weak calves. Specifically for fetal
and neonatal calves adequate vitamin A is critical. Low Vitamin A can lead to calf loss from abortions
and still born calves in pregnant cows. Calves that are born alive from a cow with low vitamin A levels
may be blind from micropthalmia or constriction of optic nerve, have deformed bone development or
weak uncoordinated muscles leading to inability to nurse. If neonatal calves cannot acquire adequate
Vitamin A seizures or other neurologic signs are possible from increased cerebrospinal fluid pressure.
Continued low vitamin A can lead to severe diarrhea that is often fatal. Additionally, these calves may be
at risk for increased infectious diseases because of poor immune function.
Supplementation of Vitamin A
Late pregnant cows that are at risk of low Vitamin A (following drought conditions, fed poor quality
forage (corn stalks, stemmy or weather damaged hay) or cows with minimal green grass intake during
the year) should be supplemented with vitamin A. Supplemental vitamin A can be fed to cows in liquid
supplements, mixed with feed or added to salt. Vitamin A can also be administered via injection of a
vitamin A product. Injection of vitamin A is a very efficient way to increase liver stores compared to oral
supplementation. However, for vitamin A deficient cows a single injection may not be sufficient to relieve
the deficiency. Cows that are already deficient in vitamin A have a reduced ability to store vitamin A in
the liver. Therefore it may be necessary to repeat the injection monthly until adequate stores are
achieved or sufficient oral supplementation can be attained.
Calves that are born with signs of vitamin A deficiency due to abnormal development will probably not
benefit from supplemental vitamin A. Abnormal bone development that constricts the optic nerve leading
to blindness or muscle incoordination from spine abnormalities will probably not respond to vitamin A.
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Other calves that are not severely
affected will benefit from an injection of
supplemental vitamin A at birth to
prevent detrimental effects of low
vitamin A levels. Normal calves will be
born with adequate levels of vitamin A
but require additional vitamin A from
consumption of milk that has
satisfactory levels vitamin A. Therefore
it may be necessary to repeat the
injection of vitamin A in 2-3 weeks.
It is also important to remember that
cows and calves that are deficient in
vitamin A are probably deficient in
other vitamin and minerals such as
vitamin E, copper, manganese,
selenium and zinc. Thorough
evaluation of vitamin and mineral
status should be done routinely. Liver
biopsies can be performed on cows in
Calf born with microphthalmia
mid to late gestation to assess and
correct vitamin and mineral status prior
to calving. Calves that die either from abortion, still birth or from other causes after birth should have a
complete diagnostic work up including liver mineral and vitamin levels (especially vitamins A and E).
Cattle producers can then cost effectively supplement the necessary vitamins and minerals to help
ensure a health beef cow and calf.

After our March NYSA meeting at Simme Valley.
Shawn Murphy, Treasurer of NYSA, and his son
Gavin and daughter Kylee were attempting to
push over the cattle brush/rub.

NEXT NYSA Picnic/Meeting:
June 9th, Sunday, Noon
Catskill Cattle Co.
Lonny Schaefer
96 Laurel Bank Ave.
Deposit, NY
607-727-6320
Bring a dish to pass.
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Does the show ring matter
in the cow pasture?
Burt Rutherford | Feb 25, 2019

The show ring can be fun and exciting, but does it have any value
beyond ribbons, trophies and bragging rights? Yes.
“We’ve become very efficient about making the cow herd more efficient; building the end product and
doing a great job from that standpoint with some of the EPDs we’ve had. But like anything, we can go
too far. And having a balance of phenotypic appraisal and a balance of genetic selection and emphasis
is where we need to be as a whole.”
Good advice, that. But would you be surprised knowing it came from one of the country’s most highly
respected show cattle judges? Maybe. How about hearing it come from the director of breed
improvements from one of the nation’s largest beef breed registries? Probably not.
But you may be very surprised knowing that it came from a person who is both of those. Shane Bedwell,
cattle judge, judging team coach and director of breed improvement for the American Hereford
Association was one of the featured speakers at the Cattlemen’s College, a part of the Cattle Industry
Convention in Nashville, Tenn.
Bedwell gave the cattlemen in attendance a basic course in judging to start off, reminding them that as
you look at the top of the shoulder coming down to the point of the shoulder, that should be sloped at 45
degrees, or close to it. “From the point of the shoulder to the elbow or top of the knee, that should be at
45 degrees. Where we find problems is where we take this middle part at the point of the shoulder and
we move it back closer to the midpoint of the body and cause a straight line up and down.”
Related: Does The Show Cattle Industry Need A Wake-Up Call?
That creates an angle that gets closer to 90 degrees. “Those animals are too straight in their front end.
They lose mobility. What’s going to happen to the front toes? They’re going to grind down because
they’re not wearing correctly. And so we have some issues from a foot standpoint.”
Looking at the hind quarters, it’s the same thing, he says. “And this one we maybe don’t talk about as
much, but I think it’s just as important as the front end, particularly as you go out to select those
breeding bulls to make an impact in your herd, those females you want to create some longevity with at
cull and keep time.”
So, from the top of the pin bone coming down into the stifle joint, again you want to look for that 45
degree angle. And just as importantly, the 45 degree angle from this point down into the hock. “We need
that extra give, that extra angle to create that reaching step, that extra flexibility to reach out and cover
their stride and fill that track.”
The last point is a strong topline. “And I’m not just talking about showring aesthetics where we want to
pick a show animal. I give you this because over the years trying to train teams, teaching these angles,
it’s fine and dandy to talk about it on the screen, but to actually see it, it’s hard.”
Two things he found are helpful if you’re just trying to determine if your animals are correct in their
structure is to look at the topline and the head. “And I’m not necessarily saying they have to be perfect
in their topline, but when animals are too straight in their shoulder, they’re going to roach up in their back
a lot of times. Or there will be some deviations in their back.”
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In addition, an animal will drop its head if it’s too straight in the front end because it’s physically hard
and a little more painful to get their neck and head above the top of their shoulder. “So as you look at
an animal travel and walk, look for a consistent topline versus one that doesn’t bow up and roach up. A
little bit of dip, a little bit of weakness is OK. I have seen very few animals that are weak in their topline
that are straight runners. That usually doesn’t go together,” he says.
“The other thing I look at if I’m trying to figure out if this animal is a little too straight running, are their
hocks not quite right? Look at how they fill their track. So the back legs should go where the front foot
made an indention in the soil. So if their topline is messed up, if they’re missing their track, there’s
probably a structural problem in the hock, the hind leg or the front end.”
Show judges look for the correct angles in both the front
and rear ends. This structure is equally important in the
pasture, and perhaps more so. That’s because an animal
with the correct overall structure will travel better and
be less prone to lameness. Illustration courtesy of
Shane Bedwell
Bedwell posed this question to the audience: “If you had to
pick two heifers in the pen, one was post-legged and one
was sickle-hocked, which one would you pick?”
The correct answer is sickle-hocked. “We’d definitely prefer
that extra leg set, that extra reach to the hind leg.
Aesthetically, maybe not as correct or what is ideal, but
functionally, long-term speaking, you’re going to get a lot
more good out of those females.”
If you’re still not sure, look at the dew claws. “If the dew
claws are pointing back at you, you’re OK. If the dew claws
are pointing out, you’ve probably got a hock problem of
being too bow-legged. If the dew claws are pointing in,
you’re probably a little cow-hocked.”
An animal with correct front-end structure can cover the pasture better and move out with
enough flexibility to maintain itself all day. An animal with a poor front end may not be as
efficient, simply because it can’t move as well and graze as effectively.
So, which one of those structural imperfections would you rather have, bow-legged or hocking in?
“Hocking in, definitely. Being a little cow-hocked, functionally long term, longevity, there are a lot of cows
out their like that. Maybe not ideal, but a lot better than the bow-legged animal because they’re going to
put too much pressure on the outside of their hoof wall. That hoof wall is going to grind down, the
outside toe is going to get small, the inside toes are going to grow and we’ve got some serious issues.”
When selecting young bulls, he suggests to look at heel depth. There’s a problem if the heel line is on
the ground. “There’s not enough depth of heel. Sometimes we can get these animals too weak in their
pastern. We would prefer some flex in that pastern versus something that’s too tight and restricted. But
if there’s not enough depth of heel and strength in the pastern, what happens to this foot? It starts to
grow out and then we have some long-term problems,” he says.
What you want to stay away from is an animal that’s too straight up and down. It’s easy to see, in
extreme cases, where the name came from, he says because the front legs look just like a post sticking
out of the ground. “Too straight in the hock and what is it doing to the foot? That foot is not setting
correctly on the surface. It’s too up and down, it’s grinding down the foot. This animal would definitely
miss its stride, not fill it’s track. From a flexibility standpoint, from a breeding standpoint, these animals
that are too post-legged have some serious issues.”
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Producing Stylish Predictable
Simmental Cattle
that perform in and out of the show ring
2-25-18 Mack AF x HPF Desa Rae X322
Simme Valley
Firecracker

Jeanne White, Owner
Phil Paradis, Manager

Groton, NY
607-423-4888 cell
Jeanne@SimmeValley.com
www.SimmeValley.com

Simme Valley

Eye Candy

Visitors
Are
Always
Welcome

2-24-17 Mack AF x HPF Desa Rae 811U
Show cattle & breeding stock for sale at all times. Bull calves & show steers available through the summer. We strive for Satisfied
Customers. Our cattle work for us and their new owners, performing on grass in the summer and hay in the winter.
Watch for our consignments to the Gettysburg Stars & Stripes Sale on the 1st Sat in May

Which genomic panel is right for you?
By: American Simmental Association

Seedstock breeders are quickly increasing their use of genomic testing to improve the accuracy of
EPDs quickly through one simple test.
The table below shows how many progeny records it takes for an animal without genomics to have
the same BIF accuracy as the young animal with genomics (but no progeny). In other words, EPD on
a genotyped 1-month-old calf will be as accurate as an animal with birth weights on 21 calves,
weaning weights on 22 calves, etc. The carcass traits represent actual carcass records, not
ultrasound records.
TRAIT
CE
MCE
BW
WW
YW
MLK

PROGENY
15
3
21
22
24
18

TRAIT
STAY
CW
MRB
REA
FAT
DOC

PROGENY
25
6
8
5
6
19

It is important to note, continued collection of phenotypic records remains a vital part of genetic
predictions. DNA testing will never replace the need to record and submit phenotypes.
As of January 2019, the American Simmental Association offers three genomic panels with varying
DNA marker volumes, additional content, and price. It can be a challenge to decipher the best panel
for your situation. Here, we help provide the main differences in these panels and how to find the to
best fit your needs.
Genomic Panel Options:
1. GGP (GeneSeek® Genomic Profiler) High Density (HD): offers the highest number of DNA
markers (150,000), parentage, and additional content. The GGPHD is best used in your high
impact animals. $90/test
2. GGP Low Density (LD): offers 47,000 DNA markers, parentage, and additional content. The
GGPLD provides nearly the same level of increased accuracy of the EPDs as the GGPHD and
has the benefit of additional trait testing (for instance, coat color or horned polled) at a reduced
rate compared to testing those traits independent of a genomic panel. $50/test
3. GGP ultra low density (GGPuLD): the least expensive option with 33,000 DNA markers and
parentage but no additional content is available. The uLD works best in lines of cattle that are
well represented (not obscure bloodlines with few genotyped animals for reference) and in cattle
that aren't going to have a large impact in future genetics. $33/test

To decide which panel best fits your needs, walk through the following decision tree:

Which Genomic Panel is Right For You?
All animals with a genomics test need to be placed on file with the ASA first so the DNA testing has a unique
international ID for use in the genetic evaluation. Here are some helpful articles on placing an animal on file.

Common Questions when Placing an Animal on File
by American Simmental Association

What does it mean to place an animal on file?
The animal is NOT registered when it is placed on file, but it is saved into our database. An easy way
to think about it: the data on the calf is saved in it's own file and filed away in our “filing cabinet”. If you
so choose, you then can register the animal at a later time.
When filling out the registration application or the columns online as you normally would when
registering an animal, instead of putting a “Y” in the Register box, just simply put “N”. This notifies the
system to save all the information, but not to register the animal. It does not cost you anything to
put an animal on file.

What are the benefits of recording every calf in your herd, even if
you don’t register them?

1) By recording a calf (placing a calf on file), you improve the accuracy of the dam and sire’s
EPDs. If a breeder annually reports the birth weight, calving ease score, and a weaning weight, it
provides more information for the sire and dam, allowing the cow herd’s EPDs to be more accurate
year-to-year.
2) When you record every calf (place each calf on file), even if you only register a couple head, you
will get a truer understanding of how the calves rank and ratio among their contemporaries.
Reporting all of the calf data leads to a more complete genetic evaluation, allowing ASA to return
better and more informative EPDs to the breeder. This ultimately leads to the development and
production of better cattle for tomorrow, the ultimate goal of any breeder.
3) Additionally, whenever you DNA-test animals in your herd, it is easier to track where a test is in
process and check the DNA results yourself if all calves are in the system with an on-file number prior
to requesting DNA testing kits. Keep in mind, ASA requires that any animal being genomically tested
have an on-file number prior to being tested. Failure to place an animal on file prior to a genomic
panel will result in the animal not going through genetic evaluation and being designated as "GE".
4) A full calving record for every dam provides a more accurate depiction of a cow’s stayability in the
herd.
Stayability is arguably the trait with the highest impact on profit for the cow herd. Gaining a more
accurate prediction of stayability across all cattle in the herd is vital for continued improvement in this
valuable trait. Reporting all calves with accurate removal codes is key to predicting stayability
accurately. Reporting data on all calves is free and improves the quality and accuracy of the data
submitted to the evaluation. Whole contemporary group reporting should be standard operating
procedures for all breeders.

Reporting Udder Scores
by American Simmental Association
By Emme Troendle and Dr. Jackie Atkins

In the last year, the ASA added udder scores as an optional phenotype on Herdbook. The best time
to assess udder scores is within 24 hours of calving, preferably by the same person. There are two
scores to record, one for udder suspension and one for teat length. If variation exists between the
quarters of the udder, record the weakest quarter.
Here are the Beef Improvement Federation guidelines for proper udder scoring:
Udder Suspension and Teat Size Scores.
Unsound udders and teats are associated with a reduced productive life and inferior calf
performance. The scoring system described below is designed to help producers evaluate differences
in udder and teat quality of beef cows.
Udder suspension and teat size scores are numerical values that reflect differences in udder and teat
quality. Udder suspension scores are subjective assessments of udder support and range

from 9 (very tight) to 1 (very pendulous; not desired). Teat size scores are subjective assessments of
teat length and circumference and range from 9 (very small) to 1 (very large; not desired).

How to Report Udder Scores
In Herdbook, members record a two-digit number for udder and teat scores. The first digit represents the udder
suspension, and the second digit represents the teat size. For example, if a cow has an intermediate udder
suspension score of 5 and a large teat size score of 3, the member would enter 53 into the udder score column on
Herdbook.
1. Log into Herdbook and start a job. (you can start a blank manual job or load your cows by season into a job)
2. Once the dam is loaded by registration or on-file number in the “DamRegNbr” field, Select “BrthDam” Tab.

3. Input the udder score, teat score and date.
4. Submit job through completion. 02-16(first) /02-17(second)/02-18 (third) all together as steps
1. Hit "Submit Data"
2. Select “Proceed to billing”
3. Hit “Final Submit”

Edward & Alice Koss
and Sons
4904 Gomer Hill Road
Turin, NY 13473
H. 315.348.5050
C. 610.390.3506
edk348@yahoo.com
FREEZER BEEF
AVAILABLE

HATESAUL FARM
Chris Hatesaul

Cattle for Sale
Freezer Beef
Hay for Sale

Farm: 570-537-2012
1636 Jackson Ctr Rd
Millerton, PA 16936

Ah – ha

Caught you looking!
See there – you DO read ads.
Your AD could be here for
$6/issue x 5 = $30/year
WITHOUT ACTIVE MEMBERS ----

Next Meeting:
June 9th, Noon, Picnic/Meeting
Catskill Cattle Co.
Lonny Schaefer
Deposit, NY
NYSA will

DIRECTORY CORRECTION – I FAILED TO INCLUDE THIS LIST OF
MEMBERS IN OUR NEW 2019-2020 DIRECTORY. OUR DIRECTORY ON
LINE HAS BEEN CORRECTED. THIS PAGE HAS BEEN PRINTED AND
INSERTED IN THE DIRECTORIES. I AM EXTREMELY SORRY FOR THIS
ERROR.
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Upstream Dream Farm
upstream65@hotmail.com
Jeff McMasters
607-745-5567
3692 Taylor Valley Rd.
Cincinnatus, NY 13040
Mostly Angus cow/calves breeding to Simme Valley bulls. Trying to retire.
76 Wayward Wind Ranch
Richard & Michelle Phillips
3974 Franklin Street Rd.
Auburn, NY 13021
Red Angus cow/calf herd.

WaywardWindRanch@hotmail.com
315-255-1808

77

White House Farm
Ron & Kathi Taylor
887 Hunlock Harveyville Road, Shickshinny, P.A. 18655
Cow/calf operation. 10 miles from US Route 11, Luzerne County.

570-256-3482
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585-689-4305
willowridgefarm4651@gmail.com

Willow Ridge Farm
Tyler & Ashley Miller
4651 Quarry Rd, Warsaw, NY 14569
Cow/calf operation.
79

Windcrest Farm
315-253-3569
Gary W. & Terre Gordon
cell 315--558-0675
4314 Wyckoff Road, Scipio Center, NY 13147
Commercial Hereford/Angus/Simmental cross. Marketing private treaty and sell feeders in the fall. 6 Mi on Rt 34 South of
Auburn, left on Skillet Rd, Corner of Wyckoff & Skillet.
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Windy Hill Farm
John & Kris Walston
9244 Harris Rd.
Lee Center, NY 13363
Membership compliments of The Bunal Farm.

315-533-6935
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bwood94@frontiernet.net
607-865-4982

Wood Farm
Barry & Stacey Wood
94 Scofield Rd
Walton, NY 13856
Small cow/calf.
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Wooded Acres
mjbaker@hughes.net
Mike Baker
585-367-3865 Home
4286 Reed Road, Livonia, N.Y. 14487
607-227-6320 Cell
Commercial cow/calf operation/backgrounder. Beef Specialist at Cornell Univ.

SICK CALF PROTOCOLS
Template that can be adapted to specific farm’s calves
Prepared by: Dr. Sheila McGuirk and Production Medicine Students

Diarrhea
Calves need extra fluids during bouts of diarrhea due to fluid loss through the intestines. When you see a calf with
fecal scores of 2 or greater, they will be dehydrated. Fecal consistency scores can be used to make decisions about
calves needed extra fluids. Fecal score 0 or 1 are usually considered normal and depend on the type and amount of
milk or milk replacer being fed. Fecal score 2 is diarrhea that is loose but has enough consistency to form a pile on
top of the bedding as shown below. A fecal score 3 is given to diarrhea that is so watery that it sifts right through
bedding as shown below.
Calves with diarrhea (fecal score 2 or 3) that appear relatively normal in every other respect –attitude, appetite, rectal
temperature and posture – may only require regular milk or milk replacer feedings along with fluids with
electrolytes, water but no other specific treatment. If a calf with diarrhea appears sick – dull, off feed, drinks slowly,
stands with an arched back – or has a temperature that is greater than 103° F or lower than 100° F, antibiotic
coverage for 3-days may be advisable. Calves that are very sick with their diarrhea may also benefit from banamine
treatment.
Always try to keep the calves with diarrhea eating. Do not discontinue milk/milk replacer feeding but do not force
a calf to eat unless you are directed by your veterinarian. Never force feed a calf with abdominal distension or one
that can’t sit up for tubing. Try to get the calf to consume the normal amount of milk/milk replacer. If possible, offer
smaller feedings more frequently to get the normal amount into them.
For calves with diarrhea score of 2, in addition to milk/milk replacer, give 2 quarts of
warm electrolyte solution (mixed with water, fed separately from the milk/milk replacer).
It can be offered between or after milk/milk replacer feedings. For calves with a fecal score
of 3, there is enough dehydration that the calf needs a total of 4 quarts of oral electrolyte
solution (OES) during a 24-hour period. A common approach is to provide 2 milk/milk
replacer feedings and 2 OES feedings. One 2-quart OES feeding is given between the
milk/milk replacer feedings and one 2-quart OES feeding is given after the last milk/milk
replacer feeding late evening or at night. Do not stop feeding oral electrolyte solution
(mixed in water, not milk) until fecal consistency is back to normal or just slightly loose. For calves that refuse
OES, it can be given by esophageal feeder, provided that the calf can sit up without assistance and/or does not have a
full abdomen.
Fresh water should be available to calves with diarrhea at all times, but especially when OES is provided.
Antibiotics are not needed unless calves with diarrhea are sick (criteria described above), are suspected of having a
Salmonella infection or have additional health problems, for example, a bad navel, swollen joint(s) or respiratory
disease. Fluid replacement is the most critical factor that determines the outcome of a calf with diarrhea. When
required, the antibiotic protocol that you use should be based upon calf examinations and the advice of your
veterinarian. For diarrhea treatment, we usually want 3 days of antibiotic coverage. Your veterinarian will help you
select the most appropriate protocol but the protocols below may be considered. Once started, do not change to
another antibiotic before the 3-day treatment is completed. Treatment is considered successful, even if the stool is
still loose but the calf is eating aggressively and has a bright attitude. It may take 5-7 days for the intestine to repair
itself and therefore the diarrhea persists for several days.
1. Nuflor (Florfenicol)
2. Naxcel/Excenel (Ceftiofur)
Dose: 20 mg/kg = 3 cc per 100 pounds
Dose: 2.2 mg/kg = 1.75 cc per 100 pounds
Route: Subcutaneously (SQ)
Route: Subcutaneously (SQ)
Frequency: One dose every day for 3 days
Frequency: One to two times per day for 3 day

3. Tribrissen (trimethoprim sulfadiazine)
Dose: 20 mg/kg = ~ 960 mg per 100 pounds
Route: Orally (PO)
Frequency: Two times per day for 3 days
Banamine may be useful for calves that are sick with their diarrhea as described above.
Dose: 1 mg/kg (1 cc/100 lbs)
Route: Intravenously (IV)
Frequency: Give once only. If the calf’s condition does not improve (reduced fever, improved appetite), the dose can
be repeated 24 hours later with direction from the veterinarian.
Respiratory Disease
Respiratory disease should be treated when calves receive a score 5 points or more using the Calf Respiratory
Scoring System (http://www.vetmed.wisc.edu/dms/fapm/fapmtools/8calf/group_pen_respiratory_scoring_chart.pdf).
For calves with only a single sign of respiratory disease detected from outside the pen – nasal discharge, eye
discharge, dropped ear or cough – we would like you to take its temperature. Treat any calf with a single sign of
respiratory disease and a fever of 103°F or higher with antibiotics. For any calves that have two or more signs of
respiratory disease at the same time - cough, colored (white, yellow, blood tinged) nasal or eye discharge, drooping
or twitching ears, or fever (<100 or >103) – treat with an antibiotic. Calves with respiratory disease should be given
an antibiotic treatment protocol that provides 5-6 days of coverage. One time and multiple dose treatment protocol
examples are shown below. Get your veterinarian to advise you on the most appropriate choice for your calves. It is
very important to treat calves with respiratory disease early, so that they can be cured before they move into the
transition barn.
These are antibiotic protocols that provide appropriate antibiotic coverage with a single treatment:
• Baytril (Enrofloxacin)
• Nuflor (Florfenicol)
– Dose: 11 mg/kg=5 cc per 100 lb
– Dose 40 mg/kg=6 cc per 100 lb
– Route: SQ
– Route: SQ
• Draxxin (Tulathromycin)
• Tildipirosin (Zuprevo)
– Dose: 2.5 mg/kg=1 cc per 100 lb
– Dose: 4 mg/kg=1 cc per 100 lb
– Route: SQ
– Route: SQ
• Excede (Ceftiofur)
• Tulathromycin (Draxxin)
– Dose: 6.6 mg/kg=1.5 cc per 100 lb
– Dose: 2.5 mg/kg=1.1 cc per 100 lb
– Route: SQ (ear as instructed)
– Route SQ
The following antibiotic protocols for respiratory disease require more than one injection as described:
• Adspec (Spectinomycin)
• Excenel or Naxcel (Ceftiofur)
– 10-15 mg/kg=5-6 cc/100 lb SQ
– 2.2 mg/kg=2 cc/100 lb SQ
– Once daily for 5 days
– Once daily for 3-5 days
• Baytril (Enrofloxacin
• Nuflor (Florfenicol)
– 5 mg/kg=2 cc/100 lb SQ
– 20 mg/kg=3 cc/100 lb SQ
– Once daily for 3 days
– Every other day for 2-3 doses

Banamine may be used as follows for calves that have a temperature that is greater than 103° F or lower than
100° F, have respiratory distress or a combination of respiratory disease and diarrhea:
Dose: 1 mg/kg (1 cc/100 lbs)
Route: Intravenously
Frequency: Give once only unless directed by your veterinarian to repeat treatment
For calves that do not improve (reduced fever, improved appetite, less respiratory distress), banamine can be
repeated 24 hours later. Call your veterinarian if calf is not improved within 3 days. At the end of the 5 to 6 day
respiratory disease treatment protocol, the calf should be evaluated again. If the calf has none or only one of the
signs indicative of respiratory disease, the calf is considered cured and no more treatment is needed. If the calf still
has two or more of the signs listed above, call your veterinarian to examine the calf before starting a second antibiotic.
Navel infection protocol:
Calves with signs of an infected navel usually have an enlarged, painful navel that is wet, smelly and/or has pus or
blood tinged discharge coming from it. These calves may or may not have a fever but should be treated with an
antibiotic to prevent the spread of the localized infection into the bloodstream. Calves with signs of navel infection

should be treated promptly as this is a sign that they may have bacteria circulating in their blood (septicemia).
An antibiotic combination may be required for these calves as a mix of bacteria types is usually involved:
Procaine Penicillin G
Dose: ~22,000 IU/kg = 4 cc per 100 pounds
Route: IM
Frequency: Twice daily for 5 days
and
Naxcel/Excenel (Ceftiofur)
Excede (Ceftiofur)
Dose: 2.2 mg/kg = 2 cc per 100 pounds
or Dose: 6.6 mg/kg=1.5 cc per 100 lb
Route: SQ
Route: SQ (ear as instructed)
Frequency: Twice daily for 5 days
Frequency: Once
Septic arthritis (infected joints) protocol:
Calves with infected joints will show lameness, swelling of one or more joints, and fever. They
may not be eating well, but this may be difficult to detect in a group pen. Calves with signs of
infected joints should be treated promptly as this is a sign that they have had bacteria circulating
in their blood (septicemia). Treat these calves with BOTH of the following antibiotics:
Procaine Penicillin G
Dose: ~22,000 IU/kg = 4 cc per 100 pounds
Route: IM
Frequency: Twice daily for 5-7 days
AND:
Naxcel/Excenel (Ceftiofur)
Excede (Ceftiofur)
Dose: 2 mg/kg = 2 cc per 100 pounds
or
Dose: 6.6 mg/kg=1.5 cc per 100 lb
Route: IM
Route: SQ (ear as instructed)
Frequency: Twice daily for 5-7 days
Frequency: Once
These calves can also be treated with banamine as follows:
Dose: 1 mg/kg (1 cc/100 lbs)
Route: Intravenously
Frequency: Give once only.
If the calf’s condition does not improve (reduced fever, improved appetite), the dose can be repeated 24 hours later.
Call veterinarian if calf is not improved within 3 days.
Possible Clostridium (Enterotoxemia):
Calves with Clostridium enterotoxemia are usually thrifty calves that have previously been eating well. Suddenly,
they are off feed, appear bloated (left side, right side or a combination of both), are extremely depressed and may
appear to be uncomfortable (kicking at the abdomen or unwilling to stand). This condition is caused by the release of
toxins produced by Clostridium perfringens A, C or D, bacteria that are normally present in the intestinal tract.
These calves require emergency treatment as described below:
Clostridium perfringens C& D antitoxinDose: 10 cc
Route: Subcutaneously (SQ)
Frequency: Give one dose.
AND
Procaine Penicillin G
Dose: 5cc/100lb
Route: In the muscle (IM)
Frequency: Give twice daily for three days
You may also give penicillin by mouth at a dose of 20 cc twice daily for one or two days. These calves may require
IV fluid therapy or can be confused with calves that have blocked intestines. Because of this, you should call your
veterinarian if there isn’t improvement within 2 to 4 hours. We do not use banamine for calves with enterotoxemia

Proper injection sites to remember at
calf-working time
By : Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist
Spring calving seasons are well underway, if not nearly completed in Oklahoma. The months of April
and May are traditionally the time when “spring round-ups” take place. This is the time that large and
small cow/calf operations schedule the “working” of the calves. As the majority of the calves reach their
second month of life, it is time to castrate the male calves (if this has not already been done) and
immunize all of the calves to protect them against blackleg. In some situations, calves may be
vaccinated for the respiratory diseases, i.e. IBR and BVD. Check with your large animal veterinarian
about these immunizations.
Correct administration of any injection is a critical control point in beef production and animal health.
There is a negative relationship between meat tenderness and injection sites, including injection sites
that have no visible lesion. In fact, intramuscular (IM) injections, regardless of the product injected, may
create permanent damage regardless of the age of the animal at the time of injection. Tenderness is
reduced in a three-inch area surrounding the injection site. Moving the injection-site area to the neck
stops damage to expensive steak cuts. Therefore, cow/calf producers should make certain that their
family members, and other hired labor are sufficiently trained as to the proper location of the injections
before the spring calf-working begins.
Give injections according to label instructions. Subcutaneous (SQ) means under the skin, intramuscular
(IM) means in the muscle. Some vaccines (according to the label instructions) allow the choice
between intramuscular (IM) and subcutaneous (SQ). Always use subcutaneous (SQ) as the method of
administration when permitted by the product’s label. Remember to “tent” the skin for SQ injections
unless instructed otherwise by the manufacturer. Proper injection technique is just one of many
components of the Beef Quality Assurance effort that has had a positive impact on the entire United
States beef industry.
Another important aspect of the Beef Quality Assurance effort is keeping of accurate treatment records.
Treatment records should include:
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Individual animal/group identification
Date treated
Product administered and manufacturer’s lot/serial number
Dosage used
Route and location of administration
Earliest date animal(s) will have cleared withdrawal period
Name of person administering the product

Treatment records for cattle should be stored and kept for a minimum of three years after the animal(s)
have been sold from your operation.
Beef producers are encouraged to learn and practice Beef Quality Assurance Guidelines. You can learn
more about the Beef Quality Assurance program by going to the website: https://www.bqa.org/ The
Beef Quality Assurance Manual can be downloaded from that site. Examples of treatment records to be
kept and stored are available from the Beef Quality Assurance Manual in Section VIII.
Posted in Cow/Calf Corner
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Newsletter
Do you have something to sell? Or are you raising beef for fun? You
can't afford NOT to advertise! Also, we need interesting articles.
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June 9th, Noon, Sunday ~~ Dish to pass
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